
28th May 2014

Mark Perry (Senior Planner) 
Development Management 
Shropshire Council 
Castle View  
Oswestry SY11 1JR

Dear Mr Perry

Planning Application 14/00536/OUT

RESCUE, The British Archaeological Trust objects to this application, 
believing it to constitute unacceptable direct impacts on significant 
Heritage Assets of the Early Medieval and Post-medieval periods.  

Since our original objection comment we have now seen the detailed and 
professional Heritage Statement produced by Dr George Nash and as a 
result of the information contained within it, now object to this application on a 
number of Heritage Grounds.

The Heritage Statement demonstrates that archaeological features 
associated with the Offa’s Dyke Scheduled Monument, namely the remains of 
the ditch, are likely to be contained within or on the very margins of the 
development.  NPPF states that undesignated heritage assets of similar 
significance to designated assets should be considered with equal weight.  In 
this case RESCUE believes that as the potential surviving portion of the ditch 
is likely to be adversely impacted by the development this makes it 
unacceptable.  It is noted that the planning application is not accompanied by 
a field evaluation or geophysical survey of the site.  RESCUE believes that it 
is not possible to sustain the position that the remains of Offa’s Dyke are too 
badly damaged already to be a consideration in the planning determination 
without this work being completed and reported pre-determination.

In addition the development is likely to have an unacceptably negative impact 
on the setting of the Scheduled Monument, damaging the views to and from 
the monument for the very many walkers every year who appreciate this 
iconic part of our national heritage.
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The development area also contains the remains of 19th century industrial 
features.  These activities were of great significance in shaping the local and 
regional landscape of Oswestry and Trefonen.  Such Heritage Assets are 
gaining in significance as the importance of our industrial heritage is more 
widely appreciated.  

The Heritage Statement has shown that this proposed development area 
includes the conjunction of an important multi-period archaeological 
landscape within the current residential core of Trefonen.  RESCUE concurs 
with the opinion that this represents a significant Heritage Asset and asks that 
the planning application is refused or determination deferred until the 
necessary pre-determination works have been completed.

Yours sincerely

Jo Caruth
Secretary,
RESCUE, The British Archaeological Trust

RESCUE is a non-political organisation dedicated to supporting archaeology 
and archaeologists in Britain and abroad (www.rescue-archaeology.org.uk).  
We do not receive any state support and are entirely dependent on the 
contributions of our members to support our work.  
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