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The Rt Hon Heidi Alexander 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department for Transport 
 
transportinfrastructure@dft.gov.uk 
 
 
 
18 November 2025 
 
 
Ref:  A303 Stonehenge DCO 
 
Dear Ms Alexander  
 
I am writing on behalf of Rescue – The British Archaeological Trust, in response to your 
Department’s consultation on the proposed revocation of the A303 Amesbury to Berwick 
Down Development Consent Order 2023.   
 
Rescue is an independent non-political charitable trust dedicated to supporting 
archaeology and the historic environment in Britain and abroad.  We were founded more 
than 50 years ago.  We have been instrumental in fighting for and winning a place for 
archaeology within the planning system and in raising the profile of archaeology across 
the UK.  
 
We strongly support the proposal to revoke the Consent Order.  We were pleased when 
the Government announced that they did not intend to proceed with the proposed road 
scheme to alleviate traffic congestion on the A303 near Stonehenge.  It seemed 
appropriate to pause and reconsider how best to proceed rather than pressing ahead 
with a contentious and damaging proposal.   
 
The proposed scheme had many flaws, including: 
 

- It would have destroyed archaeological remains, severely compromised the 
integrity and authenticity of the World Heritage Site, and been contrary to the 
World Heritage Convention. 

15A Bull Plain,   
Hertford, 
Hertfordshire,   
SG14 1DX 
 
Answerphone:  01992 553377 
 

office@rescue-archaeology.org.uk 
 
 

 

mailto:transportinfrastructure@dft.gov.uk


Charity Commission No. 1064836 

- The projected cost was huge, and given experience of other large transport 
projects, could be expected to increase significantly before completion; yet road 
use declined following the Covid lockdowns.  

- There was a failure to take account of climate change legislation.   
- There was little or no consideration of alternative ways of easing traffic problems 

which might be more effective, cheaper and less damaging to the landscape and 
the archaeology. 

 
Revoking the Consent Order would send a strong message that new thinking is needed 
to address the serious issue of congestion in the area, while minimising the damage to 
our archaeology and heritage.   
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Dan Phillips 
Chair, RESCUE the British Archaeological Trust  
 
RESCUE is a charitable trust which works to promote archaeology and the historic environment. 
We are wholly independent of all political parties and are entirely dependent on our members for 
our operating budget: www.rescuearchaeology.org.uk 
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